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Responses to Comment Submission 24,  
Letter from Karen and Bud Yager, Waitsburg, WA, 

 
 
 
 

24-1. As described in Section 3.2 of the EIS, the applicant is required to 
install Lowest Achievable Emission Rate (LAER) emission 
controls, then they are required to offset at least 100% of the 
project’s PM10 emissions.  This requirement ensures that new 
facilities constructed in the nonattainment area will not cause 
further degradation of PM10 air quality within the nonattainment 
area. 

24-2. The applicant modeled the worst-case toxic air pollutant 
concentrations by using the ISCST3 computer model with 
meteorological data from Wallula.  Therefore, the modeled worst-
case impacts account for wintertime conditions. 

24-3. The water vapor emissions from the power plant would be less 
than 5% of the naturally occurring water vapor that blows past the 
plant site on winter days and far less than 1% of the water vapor in 
the region.  Therefore, it is unlikely the plant would exacerbate 
wintertime fog conditions. 

24-4. Section 3.17 has been updated to describe the applicant’s recent 
proposal for greenhouse gas mitigation.  Please see Chapter 3 of 
this Final EIS.  Greenhouse gas emissions will still be significant 
for this project. 

24-5. The power plant will be operated as a merchant plant, selling 
power to the open market.  Some of the power may go to 
California.  Demand for power in the Pacific Northwest has also 
been growing.  

24-6. Bonneville is involved in developing renewable energy projects 
throughout the Pacific Northwest, including 500 to 1,000 
megawatts of wind generation in the next two years and 
50 megawatts of geothermal generation.  Other utilities are 
pursuing development of renewables through programs that allow 

customers to choose “green energy” as an option for their electric 
service.  Diversity of power generation sources is important in 
maintaining a stable and reliable power supply for the next 
generation.   




